Just Keep Looking 
Over Your Shoulder 

I think I finally understand your edito- 
rial page’s opposition to multiculturalism. 
The Wall Street Journal has a hard enough 
time dealing with dead white-male culture, 
and is terrified of the opportunity to com- 
mit a new set of gaffes. 

As an example, I refer to the citation of 
Richard Hofstadter’s book “The Paranoid 
Style in American Politics” in your Dec. 27 
editorial “ ‘JFK’: The Movie.” You cited 
this book by way of illustrating that para- 
noid Americans would rather blame their 
own government than the Communists for 
what is wrong with the world. For all I 
know, you may be correct (as may be the 
American people), but your citation is way 
off-base. 

I have read Richard Hofstadter, and 
your editorial page is no Richard Hof- 
stadter. The first half of his book was enti- 
tled “Studies in the American Right,” and 
devotes considerable attention to virulent 
anti-communism as a key symptom of the 
paranoid style. I am sure your dead ene- 
mies are pleased by their posthumous ideo- 
logical reconciliation with your editorial 


page. 
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